
Dear Parents / Carers, 

I hope you are all well. Welcome to our summer term newsletter, it seems like the past couple of months have 
flown by and I have lots of information to share. Please read on to find out about things that have been       
happening and to learn about our future plans.  

Visits 

The Y5 children enjoyed their residential experience to          
Castleton. During the visit they visited Blue John Cavern, made 
candles, rockets, and candles. Other activities also included 
shelter building and orienteering.   

A group of children have just returned from Great Hucklow, 
where they spent a week staying at the Nightingale Centre, with 
day visits to Eyam, Chatsworth, Carsington Water and Matlock.  

During both visits, members of the public actively sought out 
staff to  positively comment on the children’s excellent           
behaviour and manners.  

Chatsworth 

We are so lucky to have a wonderful relationship with Chatsworth and that they have chosen to work with the 
school (each child will visit Chatsworth either before or after half term). We were featured in the Derbyshire 
Times last week:  

Children from Spire Junior School have joined forces with San Francisco-based sculptor Dana Albany and her 
team for the Radical Horizons - the Art of Burning Man exhibition - held at Chatsworth House.  

Running from 9th April to 1st October, the exhibition will feature existing sculptures from the Burning Man 
collection and new sculptures, including a mermaid 
piece called Coralee created in collaboration with Spire 
Junior pupils. 

The process for building the sculpture will mirror that 
which takes place at Burning Man - an annual Nevada 
desert event which focuses on community, art, self-
expression, and self-reliance - with the artwork being 
made from objects found and collected by the children. 

The Coralee sculpture is said to take inspiration from 
the folklore of Mermaid's Pool, situated just below 
Kinder Scout in the High Peaks of Derbyshire. It will 
feature a body sculpted out of recycled metals, such as 
spoons, and a mermaid tail complete with fish scales. 
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Breakfast Club 

Breakfast club provision is continuing to run and costs £2.50 per child per day 
and begins at 7.45 a.m. Breakfast club offers child care provision and offers 
bagels, fruit drink and a range of cereals for children. Please sign up on 
ParentMail if you wish to use this service. We will continue to provide all   
children with a bagel in         
classrooms between 8.30 a.m.- 
8.40 a.m. 

Sport @ Spire  

Mrs McKinnon has worked     
tirelessly in organising many 
events for our children to take 
part in. We are currently in the 
middle of a mini league with 
Walton Holymoorside and     
Hasland Junior with Y5/6 foot-
ball. We won our first match 
against Walton Hoymoorside 3-2. There was some fantastic play by the 
children. 

Our Bronze Ambassadors attended a training session at the English         
Institute of Sport, followed by an ice skating session. They are now 
ready to lead activities during lunch times after half term.  

Councillor Ludwig Ramsay has arranged for funding to subsidise catch 
up swimming lessons for Year 6 children at Queen’s Park - we hope you 
are enjoying your weekend sessions.  

10 Year 5 children have taken part in Aquafest to improve water        
confidence.  

There are many more activities planned for the summer term, including 
Sports Days, which we will confirm arrangements for after half term.  

 

Parkside 

We are pleased to be working closely with Parkside Community School this year. 
After reviewing our curriculum into Modern Foreign Languages and learning that 
Parkside teach Spanish, we decided to follow Spanish at Spire (instead of French). 
We have worked with the MFL lead at Parkside to develop our own curriculum 
which will provide our children with the best chance of success at Parkside.  

In Science, Mrs Walsh, the Science lead at Parkside, has visited us to teach the 
children about how the heart works. This session included a heart dissection, 
which the children enjoyed. We were also invited to take a Science team of      
children to Parkside after school for a science competition. The children were 
amazing and won the competition.  



Key Dates 

We hope you enjoy the half term break and the 
Jubilee Celebrations. A reminder that we break up 
today, Friday 27th May for the half term break. 
We have our final training day (INSET) of the year 
on Monday 6th June so school will re-open on 
Tuesday 7th June. 

For those of you possibly planning a summer 
break, we break up on Friday 22nd July for the 
summer holiday and school will reopen to children 
on Friday 2nd September.  

 

 

 

 

Shortlisted for Primary School of the Year 2022 

We are really pleased and honoured to be amongst six schools na-
tionally that have been shortlisted for ‘Primary School of the Year’ 
in the 2022 TES Education Awards. This is more recognition for the 
outstanding staff we have at the school and the way we work,    
proactively, with the community. A real strength of the school is 
the relationships between school and parents / carers - thank you 
for your ongoing support.  

In a press release the TES stated: 

The most outstanding individuals and institutions that the education sector has to offer have been       
recognised in the shortlist for the TES Schools Awards 2022. It's been revealed that Spire Junior School 
has been shortlisted for the Primary School of the Year award. 

For the first time, the 2022 TES Schools Awards has brought together the best teachers and schools from 
all UK state and independent early years settings, including both primary schools and secondary schools. 

The panel of expert awards judges include school leaders, inspectors and education researchers. The  
objectivity, professionalism and high standards of the TES Schools Awards judges and the judging process 
has helped establish them as a well-respected achievement for any school chosen as a finalist or winner. 

TES Editor and chief judge of the TES Schools Awards Jon Severs said: “This year has seen an incredibly 
high standard of entries to the TES Schools Awards. Every teacher and school who has been nominated 
should be incredibly proud – it’s a fantastic achievement. We are looking forward to showcasing, as we 
do every year, just how vital our education professionals are to every facet of this country. Teachers, 
leaders and support staff have all played an enormous role as schools have battled with immense      
challenges over the last few years: this is our chance to say thank you for all that they do. 

 

Governors 

As you may remember we recently had vacancies for two parent governors. I am pleased to confirm we 
had two applications to these roles. We welcome Andy Millan and Rebecca Gulwell to our Governing 
Board. 

 

 



 

Friends of Spire Update 
 
We will be holding two non uniform days in June on behalf of the Friends of Spire, the first will be on the 
10th June. They are asking for donations of smellies , sweets and chocolate for this day. The second non 
uniform day will be the 24th June, where any bottle donations will be greatly received on this day. All the 
donations will be used at our Summer Fayre and we thank you in advance for supporting the school in 
donating items to make our summer fayre successful. 
 
We are planning a class penny war,  week commencing 13th June, each class will have a pot to collect 
money, the most money collected will result in an extra treat for that class and again all money will be 
added to the summer fayre proceeds. 

 

Awards for All Update 

 

The school is very grateful to the Awards for All  Community 
Fund for enabling us to yet again run further after school  and 
holiday clubs for our children and community.  

During the spring term, we have offered judo, street dance, 
dodgeball and even circus skills - all of which have been very 
well attended. During the Easter holidays, we were able to 
offer something entirely different with a multi sports camp but 

in addition crime scene investigations. During the club participants became detectives and solved a      
variety of mysteries. They learnt various investigating skills and helped to find the culprits. Over the two 
days, they solved various mysteries including a disappearance and a robbery! The school has also been 
filled with some delicious cooking smells every Wednesday as members of our community - parents, 
grandparents attended with the pupils to learn about healthy eating, cook together and take home their 
own nutritious home cooked tea.  

 

Support 

If you have any issues you wish to raise, or require any support,  please contact either myself, Gail and 
Mrs Boulton, who form the Pastoral Team here at Spire. I’m really looking forward to the many exciting 
plans for the rest of the summer term and look forward to seeing you at some of the events we have 
planned.   

Thank you for your continuing support, 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr Dave Shaw 

Headteacher 

 


